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the Interest of family peace, of domestio discipline, I ““Not on your llfe. I want to know all about you."| “A friend of my beloved child's must be a friend| “I'm afrald T must go now. Katinka," sald e
have deemed ft wiser to withold from your step- “Bastly told. I'm on the stage." of mine,” replied Jenkins, “Have him in, T beg." “You'll wait for me.” answered Katinka,' 0 >
mother and Olivia the sweet truth that we owe all “Good work! What's your line? YAl right,” assented the girl “That's the way to manage a man! Good, .
our prosperity to you. In fact I have let it be be- “Vaudeville. T sing and dance." | Golhg to the window she halled the man in the|applanded Brinker. 'Why, hello! here's
lfleved 1 had grown prosperous through an insurance “Queer 1've never seen your mame.'’ o mmu- Hn obeyed her call greaves again!” e
agency. You see'-— "Oh, T've dropped It. I'm just billed as 'I'he NMad- Ibert," she commanded as the stranger entered | “'Lric!” gasped Katinka. ‘‘Here, geot oul, ali Ty
“Oh, 1 see! You were ashamed of me!" cap;' that's all.” the room, *“shake hands with my father." rest of you! 1 want to talk to him, Well, old friex A
*'No, no! Shame I8 an emotion I have ever striven “Well, I'll be blessed.'' roared Blinker. ‘' "The MMad- “Why, it 1t ain't Lindsey!" blurted out Brinker, as the others left her alone wlth Erle, "M'i v
' "Oh, you know him, ¢o you?' sald Katinka, in|nothing to say to me?" : ]
RENUNC'ATION -“'lr'l“"l-“"~ ‘a WG . ; “Yes," replled Eric, speaking as wne in & & 1 ; o !
S '.m sey cou ?M wholly repress a start as his|vynue 1 can't realize it'a you You're §0—80 ¢ 4 A : s
. eyes met Brinker's. Your clothes are so beautiful, too." Y A /

He was as faultlessly attired as when he had fol- “Never mind my clothes,” Interrupted
lowed Katinka home to her attlc roopms years before; | hastlly. '*Now that T ses you, I'm ashamed of
but a drawn look of the face and a feverlsh unrest|for the first time. If—If I'd known you weré lu}l‘
of the dark eyes showed that |ife had not been alll1'd have stayed away."
roses to Albert Lindsey. “I walited here for you, dear.”

“Tell me about Olivia, father,” Katlnka was £aying. | ywaited for me? I don't understand.”
[ "Albert and Uncle Brinker will keep each other| wpee waited hecause 1 love you; because

ar " y v A ‘o OUlES § | 33
amused while you show me over the hous» and tell [always love you.
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SYNOPSIS OF PRECEDING CHAPTERS, “Well, I managel that affair pretty well, I think,”

Katinka, eldest daughter of Hiram Jenkins, & rutned ineurance | chuckled Mrs. Jenkfits when they were gone. ‘‘Hi-
man, lives in extreme poverty In a Brooklyn temement, with her [ ram,” as Jenkins and Brinker wandered in from the

father, her stepmoth od her hall-mister, Olivia. Erlo Har- "
€reaves, & student, who loves “Katinka, boards with them. The :?.rden. “Ollvia 18 to be married in six f’f‘"' ,
&irl 1n aleo loved by Albert Lindsey, & man About town, who Is she? Poor girl! T fancy she—— Hello! there's a
ursues her with unwelcome attentions. Her lﬂ.hnrhmmu ?:::mc carrlage at the gate. Why—why, it is Katinkat"

L}
rom A valn search for work, with a plan for their betterm “No?"' shouted Brinker, rapturously.

Jenking's plan s that Katinka marry UDrinker, a rich and me all about hor'
Jugar usurel who has asksd for her haud. Olixia, yhom she| “I'll not stay to see the creature,” declared Mrs. '_" LSO A LTS ! “Don’t!" cried the girl, as If In pain,
o T gl b TR e one | standing EEE | Jenkins, stamping out of the room. s ‘-ﬁ“::;"-l'r.nlslzfc-cll her father away, leaving Brinker a0d| wpu¢ why not? It ls true.”
Katinka goes' on the stage, sending her father money enough “At last! At last!” muttered Brinker. | LSSV RO RES “Oh, I ean't make you understand, Erie. Can't

“8o!" sncered Brinker, glancing from Lindsey to| .. l‘w rest of the world isn't all as good As
Katinka's vanishing form and back agaln. “So there's| .

to make the familv prosperous.  Ianking protends the new-| wapy one qt home?' cailed a laughing volcs from
he N ) 3 ndsey
where the money goes! Eh, Mr. Lindsey! “You're guying me. There's nothing good lbodl ‘

found weal'h 15 earvied by his own efforts. A year later Olivia,
wvho has pecovercd, fa, '“ love mm John Strong, a reformer. the hallwmy. The next moment Katinka had run

aias into the room.

C UAPTER 1v. ‘| Brinker gasped In amazement at the ehange that “Well, what It it does?" retorted Lindsey coldly fear. And what s there for me to understand?® |+
t Discarded! had come in her he so well remembered aa a discon- “None of my business, You mean™ sugzesied | upigen, Eric. You know I wouldn't take tlub*
i Y dear!" sald Jenkins, rising slowly and slip- | tented, {ll-dressed girl, with all the awkwardness of “f_'l"_k“"_- to make you understand if I didn't care for
L e .M ping the hidden whiskey bottle Into his coat- [ Youth. . ERscLLY and"—
tall pocket. *'Mr. Strong's discourse has pro- | The woman he now saw was brilllantly attired. The “Well, It Isn't so long as you pay what you oWe| ..y . a5 care for me, then?" he erfed.
vided us with food for earnest reflection,' Mr. Brinker Perfect beauty of her face was marked with a hard me.! “Only as a slster might. But I can't ever llt
and I will pursue the theme in the garden. Think |8ayety in place of the old discontent. The graoceful, “You've had al! your money, haven't you?’ an-|e . o0 Lrother's love; fnr—«Frlc—I'm not even
of It, Brinker,” as tlic two departed, “think of that |elegant figure seemed to throw the rest of the room gwered Lindsey indignantly. right sort of person for you to know.'
poor young man's awful ordeal and his heroism in j!nto shadow. “Not qulite,” observed Brinker, calmly lghting a| wywh it ponsense! You're saying that to m
A itting through so helnous a performance, The “My child,” declaimed Jenkins, theatrically, *come black cigar. ' Mo AWEV.
{ measly little prig!"’ he finished as he and Brinker | to my arms! I might as well have earned Brinker's “What do you mean by that?" “I'm telling you the plain truth.” :
passed out of earshot, $1,000!"" he murmured to himse!f as the girl threw her I mean that the last two checks you #ent me were “No, no! It isn't true! You're lying to me. I Q
“If ever the game law iz off of reformers,” growled |arms about his neck. returned from the bank." belleved it I'd kill you."
Brinker, *'I shall chase that one around with an axe.” | “Why, Katinka,” broke in Brinker, finding voice at A mere oversight. T'll rectify It." “K1Nl me If you like. It's all one to me."

“Olivia,” sald Strong, when he was left alone with |!ast, “haven't you a word for an old friend?" “1 hope so. Looks ugly, just the same." 16 '" .1 wildly at the girl, and for & m
the two women, “that awful woman's fave has made | “"Why, It's Uncle Brinker!" laughed Katinka, seeing “What the deuce do you mean by that?' cried N g 'k N Ihi # st 5 in the hallway broke th
me 11l. T loathe {t. All evil revolts me.” him for the first {ime. ‘*‘Hello, Mr. Brinker. How Lindeey furifously. :I'"‘.(”h':;l'm“' 'l,,,“u;:l:“ agﬂc left the room

“Oh, how noble you are, John!' sighed the girl, |are they treating you?" “Keep cool my eon and listen to your Unelef = ' " 3 ) & another,
“And how T look up to you!" e "'Glad—glad to sce you,"” he stammered, confusedly. Brinker," sall the other, unmoved, *“If you're wise m- \l;!]'ll'“mx. n:m\:\,:l J\'x:rm;e:ﬁ:;:d-:;;’m sort

“That {s right, my dear,” he assented, patting her | "No il-feeling, 1T hope?" you'll make me your friend Instead of riling me. | o ”'m, slowly, with cutting ‘m'.c“m “so the
hand. “It wae your goodness and the severe respec- | 'Of course not—so lohg as you don't bother me. don’t object to your having a good time, but 1 want a Il“ - 7;','“””“ to visit us at last. A.Dd pray m ]
tabllity of your wholo fami'y that first won my | Say, you've improved. You dress in better taste and good time, too. Infroduce me to your crowd, Let me o W to say for yourself?" 4 \
heart.” . . you talk lees llke a longshoreman than you 414 l\‘ in on some of these jolly little after-theatre suppors LA B L) T 4 -, "

“I shall always try to be worthy of you, dear John,” | ¥ear ago. You must have beem brushing up. How do [ hear so much abcut. U've known Katinka since she A " LE. APRYORLE (.h“ it it
whispered the girl. you like my looks?" was a kid. I've got cash and I'm willlng to Llow it, | ~‘How very gorgeous!" observed Mrs. "“

Y

“And I'm-sure you'll succeed, my dear,” he an-| “You're glorious, You're the Ilimit. Tsn't she, and I want you (o teach me how to. Do that and ':‘"’”“L‘"'l“f she took In every detail of the gisie &

(] n'}. ant costume.

I'll make things ecasy for you."

“What you ask I8 quite out of the question,"” replied
Lindsey haughtlly “I do not care to iIntroduce a
ll)n!h v lender to my friends.”

swered, encouragingly. “Mre. Jenkins, do you object | Jenkins?"

to our marrlage taking place in six weeks frofl now? “To a father's fond but judicious eye ehe is ever
I am about to leave the ranks of reform and become | falr,” replled Jenkins, *“and now, Brinker, it you'll
a public preacheny and I wish to marry before taking | eXcuse a second, I'd lke to breathe a few words In

“I'm glad you like It retorted Katinka.
looking more prosperous, too. You'd look really W
nlee if vour false front only matched the rest of
your halr, Where's Olivia?"

that step. private Inta her shell-like ear. Family matter, you sald Brinker, withont the slightest rancor.
“Oh, John!" erled Olvia, “what a grand preacher | undenstand.'” ‘MY FATHER'S DAUGHTER MUST FOREVER WALK ALONE" "T)\: n ] 1l drop in at your house and have a little chat “That's no affalr of yours, miss! My
you will be! You use such beautiful language!" My dear.” he went on, to his daughter, as Brinker = with your wife on things in general.” shan't be contaminated by assoclation with Ih.
“Yes, I am rather elouent. Well, do you consent, [ fioved out of hearing, *1 can never thank you suffic- | to erush under foot. But—but, dear, you won't tell | cap!” Why {sn't Strong still here? I'm coeming to| “'Brinker!” of you. We're well-to-do and respectable now,
Mrs. Jenkins?'"' iently for the frequent and generous remittances that [ them, will you?"' gee you dance, old girl. This evening. We're frienda| “Oh, you can't overawe me. I'm a straightforward [thanks to the unnatural girl who left us to
“If you wish it, John; I thigk it can be arranged.|have lifted us from dire poverty to the lap of luxury,— “I shouid have hlied Ollvia to know—to know I | mealn, ain't we?" mun myself. My cards are on the table, face up. |No! you shan't see her and U'V to plny the
In slx weeks, you say?"’ as the pvet''—- haven't forgotten her," murmured Katinka, brokenly. ’ “Surely, as long as you don't hother me." How about the deal? before that innocent child. I tell you, you
“In six weeks. You will always be welcome in our “Don’'t speak of that, father. You've gald it all “But you promise, oh child of my love?" “Is that your carriage out there, Katinka?' querted| *“I'll=l'll think it over,” muttered Lindsey. Olivia."
little home, Mrs. Jenkins. I am going now. Ollvla, |80 often In your lotters, I know it by heart. As long I promiso,’” she answered coldly, turning| Jenkins, who had been looking out of the window “That's right. You know where 1 hang out." Who shan't see me, mother?" called Olivia M*
will you Walk a little way with mg?" as 1 have cash I'll share It with you, and” away from him. “Ana now, Uncle Brinker, tell me| ‘‘Yes. Pretty, {sn't it? Thats a friend of mine| “How glum you look!" cried Katinka, coming back | the threshold, and the half sisters stood face to facs.
“Gadly, dear, Good-by, mamma.”’ “Lut there 18 one thing more,” faltered Jenkins, *'In | all about yourself." | in " with Jenkins, (To be continded.) 8
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